
 

SONY SEEKS PATENTS FOR ANIMATION TECH 
USED IN “SPIDER-MAN: INTO THE SPIDER-
VERSE”  

- Amala Govindarajan,1850340 

In recent times, providing the “ultimate motion picture 
experience” has become the result of a combination of 
innovation and entertainment constantly, with the usage 
of newer and more improved audio, visual, and editing 
technologies to captivate the audience. Audience are 
always waiting to be enthralled by a motion picture, and 
movie studios and media houses are always in the race 
for producing the next generation of cutting edge tech. A 
quick look at the history of filmmaking reveals that it 
has always been on a trajectory of imagination and 
creativity. So, it is no wonder that patenting has 
contributed greatly to this evolution. One such film 
which has been hailed for its unique, innovative and 
creative animation is “Spider-man: Into the 

Walmart has filed a patent for 
autonomous robot bees that 
s e r v e a s a u t o n o m o u s 
pollination drones 

Boeing acquired patent over 
Artillery shell that could 
combat the spread of forest 
fires 

IBM acquired patent for 
‘Smart Wear’ that can adapt 
itself for optimum comfort. 
The patented fabric has 
sensor that feed into an in-
built computing device. 
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Spiderverse”. The film even received a Golden Globe nomination for 
best animation. The animation style seamlessly blends modern 
techniques with techniques used previously in the making of comic 
books. In its application for patent protection, Sony’s claim is that 
animation-related innovations in the movie go beyond the scope of 
just ‘stylistic originality’ and thus, it qualifies as a distinctly new 

invention. So what makes the animation in this film so distinct? Each 
frame of this film was created by a computer-generated image as the 
foundation for hand-drawn art. Sony Pictures Imageworks along with 

Sony Pictures Animation created a new visual language and rebuilt the animation and lighting 
pipeline from the scratch. The result of this is that the animation is far more clear and 
descriptive and beats the animation standards of other movies by miles.  

To compare, in most of the standard processes of animation, a week’s work is required for 
animating four seconds of screen time. In Into the Spiderverse, it was a week’s work for every 
single second of animation. Multiple patent applications have been filed with regard to the 
different technologies that have been used. The first technology is one that allows for placing 
dots and lines to make the animation similar to the style of comic books. The second is a 
technology that allows for drawing digitally on three dimensional surfaces and then animating 
the same. The third is an artificial intelligence system that predicts where the lines on the next 
frame to be animated will be. These patents seem to be a normal aspect of patent protection – 
as the inventor of this tech, Song has full rights to seek a patent. However, there is one more 
piece of ‘technology’ which may not fall into this category. Song calls this as “stylized 
abstractions of reality”. These are defined as “Images constructed with shading tools that create 
the illusion of depth on a flat surface, the emulation of interior volumes of buildings and 
illustrated graphic reflections.”  

Essentially, it refers to the type of shading, colours and lighting used by the animation team to 
create a unique three dimensional effect. Here’s the catch. It is not the tool used that is being 
patented here but rather the style of art. It is the way the artwork “looks” that is being patented. 
According to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, an art 
style is allowed to be patented under a non-provisional design 
patent, as it is technically a process. So, it is legal for Sony to patent 
their technique. However, my qualms with this is that it has the 
potential of being a hindrance for artistic expression. Any person 
creating artwork that even just “looks” similar is liable to pay a fee 
to Sony. This is even more plausible when we consider the fact that 
a lot of artwork may unintentionally fall under this category as 
patent protection extends even to colours and shading. Now it is up 
to the U.S Patents and Trademarks Office to decide whether these 
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Samsung lost a 
design patent suit to 

Apple for its 
‘rounded-edges’ 
paying damages 

worth over a billion 
dollars. 

Microsoft was 
granted a patent for 

opening a new 
window through a 

hyperlink. It expires 
in 2021! 



School of Law, CHRIST (Deemed to be University) 20th September 2019 

patent claims qualify as “inventive”. However, it seems like we’ll have to be waiting for a 
while as such patent review processes can take years. 

CROSSWORD  
                                                                      -  Karthika Nair, 1650452  & Mohtashim            

Shariiff, 1650317 
                                                                       

HINTS: 
1. Photographs are covered under which form of IP? 
2. The word "Netflix" is protected under which form of IP? 
3. What form of IP protection is extended to novel and non-obvious inventions 
4. Information that has been translated into a form that is efficient for movement or 
processing  
5. An electronic medium used to form a global computer network to facilitate online 
communication.  
6. The cryptographic method which protects sensitive data by using an algorithm to 
transform information to make it unreadable for unauthorized users.  
7. Data that describes other data.   
8. Block chain is a distributed, decentralized, public _________. 
9.  _______  Classification is a system of classifying goods and services for the purpose 
of registering trademarks. 
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10. The global forum for intellectual property (IP) services, policy, information and 
cooperation. 

ARE THE FORTNITE EMOTES VIOLATIVE OF 
COPYRIGHT?  

- Lepakshi  N Naik, 1850450 

A copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the United 
States to authors of "original works of authorship." Fortnite provides 
its users with an option of customizing its characters and also provides a 
feature of ‘emots’ which are short 15 to 30 seconds choreographed dance 
moves for the characters. These Emotes are identical to those of certain 
popular characters who are identified and created these dance routines. 
Some of the examples are the dance moves attributed to Snoop Dogg, or 
TV shows such as Scrubs and Seinfeld, rapper 2 Milly and his “Milly 
Rock” Russell Horning, the “Backpack Kid” who invented the “Floss” 
dance.These are original content which are copyrightable, but when filed a suit in the US 
copyrights office stated that these original choreography was created as a social dance 
which is created ignorer to allow the general public to perform the dance for 
entertainment purposes and social dances cannot be granted a copyright. 
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Gravity 
blankets which 

help combat 
anxiety created 
to be 10% of 
the user body 
weight have 

been granted a 
patent 

 Bayer Corporation v. Union of India 162(2009) DLT 371  

- Prateek Singh, 1950122  

Bayer Corporation, instead of filing a suit for infringement, filed an inventive writ petition in the 

Delhi High Court desiring that since the applications of Cipla “SORANIB” allegedly infringed its 

patent, its (Cipla’s) marketing approval application under the Drugs Act should not even be 

processed or entertained. It is the first time that an attempt is made to link drug approval to 

patent infringement in India. However, the Delhi High Court, denying the injunction, imposed a 

substantial cost of Rs. 6.75 Lakh to deter any such future attempts 

The Hon’ble High Court of Delhi held that there is no Drug- Patent Linkage mechanism in India 

as both the Acts have different objectives and the authority to determine patent standards, is 

within the exclusive domain of the Controller of Patents. Moreover, the patent linkage will have 

an undesirable effect on India’s Policy of Public Health. It further held that the market approval 

of a drug does not amount to infringement of the patent. Therefore, patent infringement cannot 

be presumed, it has to be established in a court of law. Such adjudication is beyond the 

jurisdiction of Drug Authorities. 
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FIND THE WORDS!  
- Sindhu A Gowda, 1650167  

1. Patent protection is granted only in regions in which it has been applied for, hence 
making it __________  

2. Commercialisation of patents is possible by _______ the patents.  

3. The term of Patent violation  

4. When patent protection ends, the invention enters the _________  

5. Consideration/ Payment for licensing one’s Patent  

6. What kind of patents can be protected?  

7. Patent is an exclusive right granted to an _______ 

8. Main IP Treaty  

9. The proprietor of the patent is the _______  

E B J L P I N N O V A T I O N

O A R C E I T U M O W F S O I

A B Q Z K X N A O T R Y I R A

I N F R I N G E M E N T G P M

Y D Y J V B O Q D A N L V E O

T Y A M X I L S G E O A T H D

L I C E N S E H V F F Y U T C

E E X W C X G N I U G O K P I

V K W E P U O V M A B R H F L

O L W C N C N O R X F U S T B

N M A H S U O I V B O N O N U

A L A I R O T I R R E T M L P

O D R B Q S M O G C M S U E C

X A S N I J B P Y X L E E A B

P K Y A Z A X I N V E N T O R
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Michael Jackson’s 
‘Smooth Criminal’ move 

was possible due to a 
pair of innovative shoes 

for which he owns a 
patent along his co-

inventors.
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I N T E L L E C T U A L 
PROPERTY, CELEBRITIES 
AND POP CULTURE 

- Shefali Fernandes,1750463 

Today in the modern world, there 
are a variety of unusual things that 
can be trademarked like 

• Professional celebrity Paris Hilton 
successfully trademarked her 
catchphrase that’s hot; in 2007. 

• Personality merchandising is also 
a popular practice with both 
fictional and real characters. 
Famous personalities like Eric 
Cantona and Damon Hill have 
their images trademarked, so have  
signatures of personalities like 
Marilyn Monroe registered in 
connection with cosmetics, and 
toiletries. 

• After several attempts, Beyoncé 
and Jay-Z successfully trademarked the name of their first child Blue Ivy Carter, in a bid to stop 
others from profiting from her identity. They filed the application a few days after she was born 
in January 2012, and the name officially became registered under Beyoncé’s company, BKG. 

• Rapper 50 Cent, whose real name is Curtis 
Jackson, takes the trademarking of his stage name 
very seriously. According to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, “Jackson’s trademark applies 
to everything from shirts and pants to ‘pre-
recorded phonograph records.’” He even sued 
Taco Bell in 2008 for their “infringing 
commercials,” which advertised their 79, 89, and 
99 cent menu. 

• NFL player Tim Tebow takes his signature 
move, “Tebowing,” very seriously. So much so 
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- Sangeeth Soby, 1850534 

Source: White Mountain Puzzles, https://
www.whitemountainpuzzles.com/products/pop-
culture
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that he trademarked the act of “bowing down on one knee with your fist 
to your forehead” in 2012. 

• Taylor Swift’s 1989 instantly became an iconic moment in music 
history in 2015. She knew it, too, and even went so far as to 
trademark certain phrases from the album. Some of those phrases 

include “This sick beat,” “party like it’s 1989,” and “cause we never 
go out of style”. Swift specifically trademarked the phrases to keep 
them from being printed onto merchandise such as clothing, transferable 
tattoos, soap. 

•Professional basketball player Anthony Davis is known for his unibrow 
— as well as two phrases associated with it. He trademarked “Fear the 
brow” and “Raise the brow” in June 2012, and even explained his 

reasoning. 

• The boxing announcer, Michael Buffer’s decision to trademark his catchphrase “Let’s get ready 
to rumble” in 1992 was massively profitable. By selling the rights to his mark to movies and 
video games makers, he has made more than $400 million, ABC News reported in 2009. 

• In 1992 Prince got the thumbs-up for a design patent for a "portable keyboard instrument.” It is 
a curvy purple design with two pitchfork-type spikes on the end. 

• Marlon Brando's inventiveness focused on the drums, and in 2002 he received a patent for a 
"drumhead tensioning device and method," one of several patents he held for drum devices. 

• Michael Jackson wore a pair of specially designed shoes that could hitch into a device hidden 
beneath the stage that could seemingly lean in defiance of gravity in the video for "Smooth 
Criminal. Jackson and two co-inventors 
patented this "method and means for 
creating anti-gravity illusion" in 1993. 

• Steven Spielberg holds a patent for a dolly 
switch, filed in 1999, as well as a patent for 
"Method and apparatus for annotating a 
document," filed in 2011. It allows those 
editing a digital document—a script, say—
to do so from anywhere; it also allows them 
to add verbal annotations to the document. 
Spielberg has also filed a patent for a 
holodeck. 
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Pepsico owns a 
patent over 

FC5potato variety , 
grown exclusively to 
cater to their Lay’s 
potato chips brand. 

Pepsico has sued 
four farmers in 

India for cultivating 
patented potato. 

Source: College of St Joseph, Vermont, https://
www.csj.edu/sixth-popular-culture-conference-call-
for-papers/
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• Andy Warhol created a watch with five faces, which was patented by the American Watch 
Company after the artist's death. 

• Harry Houdini never met a liquidy enclosure he couldn’t escape from -- and this patent perhaps 
explains why. Simply called Diver’s Suit, the patent describes a system that allows the wearer to 
quickly escape the suit in case something goes horribly wrong during a dive. The patent also 
includes technology that lets the diver put on the suit without the need for enlisting assistants.  

• The words Band-aid, chapstick, dumpster, fiber-glass, Frisbee, google, super-glue, scotch-tape 
are few words that are everyday objects and that have obtained a trademark. 

• The lead guitarist of Van Halen, in addition to being a metal god, has received three patents for 
his inventions. Fresh from the success of the 1984 album, in 1985 Eddie Van Halen devised the 
most rocking of his inventions, a "musical instrument support," U.S. patent 4656917A, in which 
a guitar rests hands-free on a support attached to the player’s waist, "thus allowing the player to 
create new techniques and sounds previously unknown to any player." 

SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE, FAMILY GUY, THE SIMPSONS, AND THE DAILY 
SHOW TO HELP MAKE THE WORK ‘CHUNKY’ A TRADEMARK OF 
CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY. 

- Lepakshi  N Naik,1850450

 A word in itself cannot be granted trademark until and unless it has a secondary 
meaning that the majority of people identify it with. The New-
Jersey based soup company has obtained a trademark on 
the word ‘chunky’. The word chunky is generally used in 
the soup industry in order to describe the use of whole 
ingredients in it, in the present scenario any restaurant or 
company describing their soup with the word chunky is 
under a violation of the trademark laws.The company 
managed to provide a secondary meaning to the word 
‘chunky’ by featuring Campbells chunky soup on 
popular pop culture mediums such as Saturday Night Live, 
Family Guy, The Simpsons, and The Daily Show, Rapper 
Ghost face Killah referenced the soup in his lyrics to “Murda 
Goons” (“Leave your brain all chunky like I’m advertising soup from 
Campbell’s”) and Pulitzer-Prize winning author Colson Whitehead said in his novel, Sag Harbor, 
“We were Campbell’s men, had been for years, and nothing took the edge off like the talent in 
their boutique Chunky line...” This is the journey of the name of a soup to the trademark of the 
most common word ‘chunky’. 
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• K. Philips Electronics v. Rajesh 
Bansal and Ors. is the first of its 
kind judgement on Post-Trial 
Standard Essential Patent, in 
which local manufacturers were 
held to be infringing 
Philips’patent.  

• China has more AI related 
patent application than USA. 
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LOOK OUT FOR! 

- Lian Cicily Joseph, 1750255 

1) Royal Enfield to go ahead with releasing its new BSVI vehicle in India despite being 
in the middle of a major IP Battle 

Flash Electronics a component manufacturer working with Royal Enfield filed a case in 
the month of May 2019 in a court in the United States of America alleging that Royal 
Enfield had infringed its patent on the regulator rectifier device and method for regulating 
output voltage. The case is still pending before the US Court. The company has 
nonetheless decided to continue with the release of its latest model. 

2) Corephotonics files a Third Patent Infringement case against Apple  

The Israeli company filed its 3rd case against Apple stating that the company had shared 
its knowledge with Apple in the hopes for a collaboration or business arrangements. The 
company alleges that Apple used its patented technologies in some of its models like the 
iPhone 8 Plus, etc without due regard to the Intellectual Property of the company. 

3) A Glorious Saga comes to an end 

Blizzard Entertainment, an American Videogame developer recently filed a suit against 
Sina Games a Chinese company alleging copyright infringement. The company alleged 
that Sina had copied their renowned series ‘World of Warcraft’ almost in its entirety 
including the sound, movement etc in a game titled “The Glorious Saga” 

4) Wedding Blues Avoided? 

The Indian Copyright Office had recently issued a notice which clarified that licences are 
not required while using sound recordings during wedding festivities. Section 52(1)(za) of 
the Copyright Act provided for certain exceptions and one of them included “the 
performance of a literary, dramatic or musical work or the communication to the public 
of such work or of a sound recording in the course of any bona fide religious ceremony or 
an official ceremony held by the Central Government or the State Government or any 
local authority”. The explanation further states that a religious ceremony would include a 
marriage and other associated functions. However, the notice clarified that the use of 
music during a marriage procession for instance would not require any specific license as 
it does not amount to any copyright infringement.  
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS  

-Rohan Naik, 1650431  
Artificial intelligence is a step taken towards a better and advanced future. As all things require 
legal backing of some sorts which carry legal consequences, artificial intelligence is no different. 
But as artificial intelligence is a newer concept to Indian society, sudden determination of laws is 
difficult. As per the definition of the word invention under the Patents Act,1970  ‘invention’ means 

a new product or process 
involving an inventive step and 
capable of Industrial application. 
Inventive step means a feature 
that makes the invention not 
obvious to a person skilled in the 
ar t . Capable of Industr ial 
application means that the 
invention is capable of being 

made or used in an industry. This makes it clear that an invention according to the Patent act, 1970 
requires it to be a product or a machine that itself is capable of doing a process or having unique 
application. An artificial intelligence is neither. An artificial intelligence is not a machine that does 
any of these rather it is software being put forth by a machine. In other words it’s a finished code 
and not a product. The problem with artificial intelligence is that it is based on deep learning and 
artificial neural networks. The questions that need to be taken into consideration while dealing 
with the interplay between intellectual property rights and artificial intelligence is the fundamental 
problems of patentability of the artificial intelligence itself. Other issues that need to be given due 
regard is concepts of legal personality which need to be ascertained as the questions of ownership 
arise when works created by the artificial intelligence come into picture.  
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Student Editor’s Note  
The Intellectual Property Rights Committee presents to you the sixth edition of their Newsletter 
‘Intellectualis’. The theme for the sixth edition is ‘Patents’ and comprises of literary and non- 
literary works which will give an opportunity to our readers to open the recesses of their minds in 
the domain of Intellectual Property Rights.  

We would like to extend our gratitude to the student body of School of Law, CHRIST (Deemed to 
be University) for their overwhelming response to the newsletter. We would also like to thank our 
Chairpersons Dr. Avishek Chakraborty and Dr. Aradhana Satish Nair for constantly supporting us 
and guiding us through the drafting of this newsletter.  

We hope that you enjoy reading our newsletter every month! 

Neeraja Seshadri  
20th September, 2019  
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